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Anne Tewksbury-Frye has worked with SSP for the past seven years.  As a model EFS teacher Anne seamlessly made the transi-

tion to Sustainability Coach.  In her current role, Anne is working with teachers to develop curriculum that is integrated and 

infused with the lens of sustainability.  She works with the whole school to make the Sustainability Academy a model of sustain-

ability.  This process is continuously evolving and changing.     

Reflections of a Sustainability Coach 
In my 4

th
 and 5

th
 grade classroom at 

Lawrence Barnes Elementary School 

the traditional subject areas— reading, 

math, social studies and science— did 

not provide tempting hooks for my  for 

students.  I tried it all—  a 12 foot vol-

cano in the middle of the room, a hu-

man mouth of enormous proportions 

that you had to walk through to enter 

the classroom, a year with no furniture 

where students had to build their own 

desks and  build a community from 

scratch like the Pilgrims who came to 

Plymouth had to do.  These were all 

great projects in and of themselves, but 

our small school of 180 students 

needed something more—something 

to help them to see their own impor-

tance, to have a vehicle for voice, and 

to be a part of making a difference. 

  

In 1998, the VT Education for Sustain-

ability Project (VT EFS), a partner pro-

ject of Shelburne Farms, held a series  

of forums around Vermont that re-

sulted in our becoming the first state to  

incorporate sustainability and under-

standing place into its Standards.  From 

VT EFS came the Sustainable Schools 

Project (SSP), which was first piloted at 

Champlain Elementary School in Bur-

lington.  After working with Champlain 

Elementary to use the lens of sustain-

ability to improve student learning, SSP 

came to Barnes.  It was the beginning 

of a wonderful collaboration between 

our two institutions — a small, diverse 

school and its enthusiastic teachers 

together with the brilliant staff at Shel-

burne Farms.    

 

Through this partnership we began the 

process of developing a curriculum that 

incorporated understanding of our con-

nections to our community and to our 

place, and provided ways for students 

to make a difference.  We had found 

our hook. We began working with SSP 

in the fall of 2004, and deepened our 

relationship over the next few years as 

we worked together build a curriculum 

infused with the big ideas of sustain-

ability:  one that addressed social jus-

tice, made community connections,  

engaged students civically, encouraged 

student voice and parent participation, 

and celebrated real world learning. 

 

During this time the Burlington School 

Board, struggling with issues of student 

learning and poverty pockets in the Old 

North End, unanimously passed a reso-

lution to work to achieve socio-

economic balance in the two neighbor-

hood schools.  Both the Lawrence Bar-

nes and H.O. Wheeler schools would be 

transformed into theme-based magnet 

schools, with H.O. Wheeler focusing on 

the integrated arts, and Lawrence Bar-

nes focusing on sustainability.  And so 

our new chapter began. In the fall of 

2009, The Sustainability Academy at 

Lawrence Barnes opened its doors as 

the nation’s first K-5 magnet school 

with a sustainability theme. 

  

I 

would be lying if I said our school life 

has been clear sailing since that won-

derful day in September 2009, but we 

have found our strength in facing our 

challenges. We have deepened our 

curriculum and adapted the Vermont 

State Standards to our theme, which 

includes being a citizen in our commu-

nity, connecting to our own richly di-

verse neighborhood, and linking our 

literacy work and service learning to 

the Lake Champlain Basin and local 

farms.  When we study cycles and food, 

we visit local farms and work on im-

proving our own lunch program.  When 

we learn about sustainable economics, 

students create their own business. 

When we explore social studies, we 

investigate our own neighborhood and 

how we can make it safer for all.  We 

speak to City Council, we collaborate 

with the local police department, and 

we harvest in our gardens, sharing food 

with those who need it. To us, the big-

gest lesson is that when students are 

connected to something, they are in-

vested in that something.  We are 

proud to connect them to their place 

and their future.  It’s that old “hook” 

Students and families come together in the garden to create a campus that reflects 

sustainability practices and celebrate their achievements 


